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“School Enrollment Reform” Promotes Educational Equity:
Evidence from Shanghai’s High School Entrance Examination
WANG Manru, HUANG Zibin, CHEN Qin & LIU Huacong
(China Institute of Educational Finance Research, Peking University, Beijing 100871;
College of Business, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433;
Shanghai Maice Data Technology Co., Ltd., Shanghai 200082;
School of Education, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200241)

Abstract: Drawing on data from Shanghai’ s high school entrance examination, this study constructs a quasi—natural
experiment by combining a difference—in—differences (DID) design with randomized admission data from private junior high schools.
It examines the effects of the “School Enrollment Reform” policy on the academic performance of private school students and the
broader implications for educational equity. The results show that students who were randomly admitted to private junior high
schools don’ t significantly outperform their counterparts who attended public schools in terms of examination scores or admission
probabilities to key high schools. This finding suggests that private schools’ advantage in academic outcomes largely derives from
selection effects—namely family background and educational investment—rather than from value—added effects associated with
teaching quality. At the school level, further evidence indicates that after the implementation of the School Enrollment Reform
policy, the proportion of private school graduates entering elite high schools declined, and the achievement gap between private and
high—quality public schools narrowed substantially. This demonstrates that the policy has effectively reduced the long—standing
“cream—skimming” advantage of private schools and achieved preliminary success in promoting equity at the starting point of
compulsory education. Overall, the findings imply that reforms aimed at fairer enrollment systems must be complemented by
measures that optimize educational resource allocation and improve instructional quality. A coordinated approach that fosters
structural complementarity and quality synergy between public and private schools is essential for building a more sustainable
framework of educational equity governance.

Keywords:school enrollment reform, private schools, selection effect, value—added effect

R29,299,239,299,099,999,939,939.999.099.939.939,939.999. 999,099,939 939.299. 999,939, 939,939.999.999,939.939,939.999. 999,099,939 939.299. 099,939, 939,239.999.099,930.939, 930,299, 999,939,939,939

(E#% 64 )

A Study of the Protection of Teachers’ Digital Rights in the Era of Artificial Intelligence
AN Hengjie
(School of Marxism, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of artificial intelligence continuously reshaping the educational ecology, the protection of
teachers’ digital rights has become an increasingly salient issue. Drawing on the “dual-structure” theory of digital rights, this
article conceptualizes teachers’ digital rights as consisting of four core entitlements: digital personality rights, data privacy rights,
the right to be informed about algorithmic decision—-making, and autonomy in the use of digital technologies. On this theoretical
basis, it examines the dilemmas teachers face in Al-empowered education, and argues that current arrangements for safeguarding
teachers’ digital rights in China are plagued by such problems as privacy breaches, algorithmic discrimination and the
intensification of digital workloads across the dimensions of legal regulation, policy frameworks and institutional practice. The
institutional designs and policy practices of countries including the United States, Germany, Finland and Australia offer useful
comparative references. The article contends that, at the legal level, legislation should be adopted to formally establish teachers’
digital rights as statutory rights; at the ethical level, human—centred professional codes need to be developed to reinforce soft
constraints; and at the policy level, it is necessary to refine norms governing the application of digital technologies and to establish
mechanisms for compensating digital labour. Taken together, these measures may contribute to the construction of a multi—
dimensional system for safeguarding teachers’ digital rights.

Keywords:teachers’ digital rights, artificial intelligence, data privacy, algorithmic transparency
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